WE CLAIM: 



1 . A wound dressing for a body member, comprising: 

a sealed casing formed of a flexible, air impermeable material configured 
and dimensioned to accommodate and enclose a body member; 

5 an compactable filler material disposed in the interior of said casing; and 

a valve communicating with the interior of the casing for evacuating air 
therefrom, whereupon the filler material interengages, in the aggregate, to form 
a rigid structure in combination with the casing conforming to a body member. 

10 2. The wound dressing according to claim 1, wherein the casing 

includes opposing elongated longitudinal portions, opposing central lateral 
portions and a central portion between said longitudinal portions and said 
lateral portions, said longitudinal portions and lateral portions arranged to fold 
near said central portion and conform to a body member in a folded 

15 configuration. 

3. The wound dressing according to claim 2, further comprising a pad 
connected to said central portion, and configured and dimensioned to 
accommodate a distal end of a body member. 

4. The wound dressing according to claim 2, further comprising at least 
20 one strap connected to one of said longitudinal portions and extending lateral 

relative thereto, said strap having connection elements positioned at the ends 
thereof configured to connect to one another. 

5. The wound dressing according to claim 1 , wherein the filler material 
is selected from the group consisting of polymer beads, polymer powder and 

25 sand. 

6. The wound dressing according to claim 2, wherein the longitudinal 
portions are substantially greater in length than the lateral portions. 



6 



7. A method for applying the wound dressing of claim 2 to a body 
member, comprising the steps of: 

placing the wound dressing along a substantially flat surface in an 
extended configuration wherein the longitudinal, lateral and central portions 
extend along said flat surface to thereby evenly distribute the filler material 
disposed in the casing; 

positioning the body member onto a first one of the longitudinal portions; 

folding the lateral portions towards the body member and central portion; 

folding a second one of the longitudinal portions over the first 
longitudinal portion; 

connecting a vacuum device to the valve; and 

evacuating air from the interior of the casing while maintaining the body 
member in a predetermined position to cause the filler material to interengage 
to form a rigid structure conforming to the body member. 

8. The method according to claim 7, further comprising the steps of 
wrapping the at least one strap around the longitudinal portions and connecting 
the connection elements to one another to secure the wound dressing to the 
body member. 



